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PATIENT’S CONSENT TO OBSERVER POLICY

AIM

From time to time the Practice provides placements for Medical Students, Student Nurses and Young People on Work Experience (Third Party). This Policy sets out how the Practice will ensure that patient preference and confidentiality are maintained when students, etc. are involved in clinical practice.

KEY OBJECTIVE

To ensure that Patient Preference and Confidentiality are maintained at all times.

KEY REQUIREMENTS

All Third Parties attending the Practice MUST complete a confidentially declaration.

Wherever a Third Party participates in any clinical session /activity, patients MUST be informed and consent obtained prior to the patient seeing a clinician. Receptionists will inform patients that a Third Party is attending the clinical session and will inform the patient of the consent process. 

On entering the consultation room the responsible clinician will introduce the patient to the Third Party and confirm with the Patient that they are consent to the Third Party being present. Subject to patient agreement the responsible clinician will ask the patient for the consent form.

Patients MUST BE ASSURED THAT THEY CAN refuse consent to the presence of students or other observers during their consultation and/or examination. They should be reassured that their decision will, in no way, affect their treatment. 
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